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The Calling of Writing

! I picked the vocation of writing because I was a writer before coming to 

Covenant. I sat in my 6 X 6 cubicle and pumped out curriculum for a childrenʼs ministry 

based out of Chicago. I wrote for them for two and half years and people considered it 

ministry. My friends who wrote for the Chicago Tribune, did not consider their job as 

high a calling as mine. My colleagues who wrote poetry on the side did not view 

themselves as one adding to the creative beauty of creation. They worked ten times 

harder and had much stricter guidelines, and yet, they felt inferior. This a tribute to all 

the writers out there that need to see the value in what they do. By seeing writing in the 

drama of redemption, one can find her place in the field and calling of writing. 

Sola De Gloria.

Don't ask what the world needs. Ask what makes you come alive, and go do it. 

Because what the world needs is people who have come alive." 

Howard Thurman (as quoted by Brene Brown in The Gifts of Imperfection)

!

Creation!

! At the beginning of recorded history we jump in with God creating in Genesis 1:1. 

From the very beginning God was shown to be a creator. But how did God create? He 

created by speaking words. And God said, “Let there be light” and there was. God 



doesnʼt stop there, he created things and created order for those things by his very 

word. We see, at creation, words being used in a powerful way and in a good way. They 

are used in a “very good” way when he finishes creation with man and woman - sending 

them out with an invitation and a blessing.

! With his words he gives them their calling in Genesis 1-2: keep the garden, 

expand the boundaries of the garden, and name the animals (namely Adamʼs 

responsibility).  From early on words are important. It is how communication happens 

and it is the vehicle to which God communicates with his people. God also uses words 

to communicate with the Godhead at the making of creation. Adam uses his words to 

name the animals and God commands with his words that the couple not eat of the fruit 

of the tree in the midst of the garden.

! Hebrews 1:3 tells us that creation is upheld by the word of his power. We also 

find out in John 1 that Jesus was the Word that creation was created through. If we ever 

wondered if words were powerful we can look at the One called the Word through whom 

the whole universe was created! 

! Words tell us the story. In Godʼs good created order he enabled people to write 

down the good things he has done and describe the goodness of his character. It is a 

writerʼs responsibility to tap into the good created order and use his or her words to 

create. But the calling of writing, or any calling in a vocation is so much more. What one 

is called to reflects the image of God in a unique way. Cornelius Plantinga writes in 

Engaging Godʼs World, “Both Scripture and science reveal Godʼs nature and 

interests” (24). And what each person is interested in, reflects a very real part of his 

creator. A writer reflects the creative, life-giving purposes of God. A writer is called to 



give life with words. A writer is called to create with words. A writer is called to reflect her 

creator God with each comma, verb, noun and period. 

! But one does not have to write down just good and “pure” things (or even work 

for a ministry for that matter!) in order to be representing Godʼs creation purposes in the 

field of writing. Moses wrote down the good and the sordid, and all of it is the Word of 

God - to help us see the full picture of Godʼs story. Without knowing that Moses was a 

murderer, we wouldnʼt see how God uses the broken. With out the horrible murder of 

Abel, we wouldnʼt see how murder was a direct affront to the command to multiply and 

care for the earth and all there is in it. Just because Moses recorded evil behaviors does 

not mean that they he condoned them. 

! In the same way, when I news reporter lets people in on what happened at 3am 

on a street in a busy intersection and reports facts and helps people know whom to 

keep an eye out for, without overdoing the drama or inciting fear in people, he keeps the 

goodness of creation at his center.  

Fall

! One of the outcomes of the rebellion of man in the garden is the loss of words 

only being used to create good things. Words that were once used to communicate with 

the Lord and for him to his glory are words that can now be used to destroy. When Eve 

is tempted, it isnʼt by the smell of the fruit or by the visual appeal at first. No, It is by the 

words of the serpent that she is deceived. Right after the first sin (eating the fruit that 

was off limits) a lie entered. Words were used to deceive again. The second sin was 

one with words. Words are powerful. There is a danger and a beauty to them. 



! In Proverbs there are several warnings to all who use words. Words can ruin 

someoneʼs reputation (Proverbs 21:28). Words can stir up anger (Proverbs 15:1). The 

Scriptures know the weight of our words and understand the power they hold.  

! A writer who lives in this world will have to resist the temptation to stir up anger 

by printing things that cause hate or fear. That same writer will have to resist the 

temptation to spread lies to get a head or get out of getting caught for something else. 

! In a fallen world it seems normative to say what you need to say in order to get 

ahead. You will need to print what you need to print in order to bring down other writers 

or to gain the upper hand in your organization. Sometimes you may have to print white 

lies in order to make the article more exciting to read.

! A friend who worked for a paper in Detroit once told me, “It is a dog-eat-dog 

environment here. You have to fight to get the articles you want to write. I had another 

reporter go behind my back, telling people I was racist, in order to get the article that 

would give her an assignment in Iraq. I was devastated that by a little deceit she got to 

go abroad on assignment instead of me.” These situations are pretty normal, 

unfortunately. 

! However, the need to resist the fallenness of the profession doesnʼt always come 

in overt ways. When I worked as a writer for the non profit my editor came to me and 

told me that my theology was not in accord with the Baptist tradition they were trying to 

uphold. He said, “I like your writing and your illustrations, but you combine the Old 

Testament and the New Testament way too much.” That was the beginning of several 

conversation that I had to have. In an effort to stay in-line with conscience and the 

theological tradition I believe to be right, I had to tell them, “I understand what you want 



me to write, but in good faith I canʼt write that because I donʼt believe it, and quite 

frankly, I find it harmful to turn the Old Testament into Aesopʼs fables (The moral of the 

story is…). You are more than welcome to take what I write and edit it to your 

conscience, but I canʼt do it.” Three months later I quit in order to come to seminary. I 

could have lived in fallenness and adjusted my theology for job security. A person who 

works as a novel writer could lie to her publisher about where she is taking a book in 

order to get the book deal. Either scenario would represent the fallen nature of the field. 

There is a temptation to print gossip, sexually explicit language or hurt someone to get 

ahead.  

Redemption

! Despite the harm that can come from words and the harm that has already come 

from them, a writer may use his pen to redeem words. When the Word became flesh he 

“undid” many wrongs that happened. He righted wrongs (or in this case “write-ed” 

wrongs). 

! Sometimes in an effort to do the best we can do, we go the opposite from the 

nature of the fallen writer. We let other people walk all over us so they snag the good 

stories, the better book deals or the column we wanted to write. But that shouldnʼt be 

the attitude of the redeemed writer either. In 1 Corinthians 9:24 we are told to run as to 

get the prize. Itʼs okay to run to win. But how do writers working for redemption do 

that?!

! Stephen King, in his book, On Writing, gives some good advice here, “If you want 

to be a writer you must do two things above all others: read a lot and write a lot” (145). 



In other words, itʼs okay to be good at what you do, but it will require good work. A writer 

will be best equipped to move ahead by being good at what she does. She canʼt be 

afraid to do well. And King expresses well how we do that: hard work. As prolific as King 

is, he doesnʼt give hints to how to wiggle into success, he tells us itʼs okay to work hard 

for something you want. Stephen King isnʼt aware of this, but heʼs functioning in the 

redemption part of the story in his career. 

! The Proverbs warn us of the danger of words, but in Godʼs plan of redemption 

Proverbs also shows us how to use them to engage in healing with them. In Proverbs   

We read that a good word makes a man glad in 12:25. Likewise in Proverbs 15:23 a 

good word in season makes a man glad and in  25:11 a word fitly spoken is like apples 

of gold in a setting of silver. These are ways we redeem words. People who write 

greeting cards for hard times engage with  Proverbs 25.  A lady who writes poems for 

times of joy exemplifies Proverbs 15. 

! I remember the first time my english teacher in HIgh school said, “When you 

write, make sure you show and donʼt tell.” I had no idea what she meant. She made us 

read Annie Dillard, which I hated at the time. I got some of my creative writing pieces 

back with notes all over it saying, “Try showing me what you mean instead of telling 

me.” Confused I saw her after class when I was sick of getting these comments. We 

read some more Annie Dillard and she asked me to summarize what Annie Dillard wrote 

in laymanʼs terms. I told her what Annie meant after she read the short story. “Exactly!” 

She exclaimed. “You just told me what she meant. She showed you!” So I went and 

tried my hand at painting word pictures. To my surprise, writing became a lot more fun. 

! Everything in creation became fair game. I could observe the way a fuzz ball 



blew across the brick walkway. I could notice the way the lines on the side of a building 

turned into a variable maze for my fingers to trace as I walked to work in the crowded 

streets of Chicago. I could observe the rocks sloping into the Pacific and the various 

birds admiring their situation. As a writer, my life became more about noticing 

everything. I became more aware of everything around me. In a lot of ways, the world 

became a playground of sorts, and this renewed my sense of the joy of God in his 

observations of what heʼs made. Writing even helped to redeem my observation skills!

! Writers have power. They can show you what a sunset looked like and even get 

you to smell it just in using the right words. Annie Dillard writes, “ I like insects for their 

stupidity. A paper wasp… is fumbling at the stained-glass window on my right. I saw the 

same sight in the same spot last Sunday: Pssst! Idiot! Sweetheart! Go around by the 

door! I hope we seem as endearingly stupid to God - Bumbling down into lamps, 

running half-wit across the floor, banging for days at the hinge of an opened door. I hope 

so. It does not seem likely” (41). She could have just told us that Christians in the 

church are relentless in their stupidity, trying to do things that donʼt work over and over 

again. Instead we have a mental image of what it looks like. In the same way God 

showed us who he was through the Word. He told us for thousands of years who he 

was as is in the Old Testament. In the New Testament we see him put skin on. We see 

the Word come, looking like us and showing us everything we need to know about the 

character of God. And we see the Word tell us stories too. He gathered his disciples and 

taught in parables. He used his creativity to cast a vision for his kingdom. 



! Moses was commissioned to write down the story of Godʼs people for the 

children of God to have record of what God was doing in the lives of his people and his 

great and mighty works. But why words? Why write them down? We forget. The book of 

Joshua is a prime example of why we make memorials. They are set there as a 

reminder of what God did for his people. When kids see the stones in Joshua they will 

ask what they are for. The rocks invite a story to be told. In the same way a written word 

is a memorial to what happened. Words help us remember. 

! Writing can be a tool of redemption for itʼs readers. Apologies are one way to 

step into the redeeming power of words. Or perhaps if someone has been publicly 

slandered new words can help to right what has been said by printing truth. Writing can 

also help people clarify the news - what is really going on in the world and how is it 

affecting the world. If you work writing the ingredients on labels and your company 

wants you to disguise something going into a product, you can use your words to write 

the actual ingredients.

! Oh to have our writing be a redemptive tool in the Lordʼs hand.

Glory

! When the new heavens and the new earth are fully realized, the jobs that we had 

will be fully realized in potential as well. It is hard to speculate what they will be like 

because we donʼt get much information from Scripture on it. But we know that work was 

created before the fall and so work is good. We wonʼt be sitting around on clouds for all 

eternity. There is a possibility, I suppose that those of us who wrote for living, will write in 

the eschaon. Some will record the praises of Godʼs people and what happens. There 



will be others doing news reporting, but now it will be filled with good news. There will 

still be a need for people to write down recipes to share the good gift of food with others. 

I think that weʼll still need writers for computer programs, for songs (both love and praise 

alike), for rules for games… all these writing positions will be used to their full and good 

potential. Weʼll get to see what our professions look like when they are used completely 

to the glory of God. That doesnʼt mean that all writing will be “Christian. ” But it does 

mean that, as 1 Corinthians 10:31 puts it, “whatever it is you do, do it all for the glory of 

God.” Whether you type rules, report the news or write short stories in the end, weʼll 

know what it looks like as it all proclaims the creative, wonderful mind of God.

 ~

! If I were ever given the opportunity to teach in a church setting about vocation I 

would want to bring in people to share their stories in various professions. One of the 

hardest things I have to overcome in my leading my Bible studies every week is that I 

am the “answer girl” or the “girl who knows God best.” When I tell them that they are 

doing the hard work of the kingdom they look at me with blank stares. I am surrounded 

by Christians day in and day out and very rarely have to think about my “witness” or 

how someone will receive what Iʼm saying. They have to think about how to apply the 

gospel in every situation in a unique way. Iʼm lucky enough to encourage people to go 

back out and keep doing the hard work. 

! When I started at my Church in Chicago one of the first things they did within a 

year of planting was pick a vocation and focus on it for the month. They had a lunch for 

all the medical community first. One of the Pastorʼs wives who was a doctor at 

Northwestern Hospital spoke to them and they received a book to help them think 



through their calling as medical professionals. They got to know one another and all the 

Pastors, Elders and Deacons were there to say thank you to them, let them know that 

the church wanted to help them in whatever needs they had, and then they prayed for 

these people by name from the pulpit over the month during our congregational prayers. 

! The next month we focused on teachers and educators. The same thing 

happened for them. I think if I ever get to do the training I would do things almost the 

same way. The only thing I would do different is perhaps start with those in the service 

industry (food service prep, trash collectors…). In Chicago there is a dichotomy 

between those who serve in those industries and those with more esteemed positions. 

! Iʼd also want to incorporate the various vocations to be followed up with at their 

own community groups through out the week. I think if they are given a chance to learn 

how to talk in their groups about how their profession is a part of bringing redemption to 

the world, they would be better equipped to believe it for themselves.

! At the beginning of this paper I began with a quote by Howard Thurmond Iʼd like 

to go back to. “Don't ask what the world needs. Ask what makes you come alive, and go 

do it. Because what the world needs is people who have come alive." Iʼd want to 

encourage my people that you can love what you do. You donʼt have to be a missionary 

in order to please the Lord. He needs his people in every vocation all over the world. 

We need people being active agents of redemption where ever they are placed.
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